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PREFACE vii

The title of this book (appearing first as the general
title for some of these chapters in Scribner’s Magazine
in 1912) has a purely geographical connotation. But
I advise the reader, in these days of bitterness, to go
no further if he carry any hatred in his heart.

Joun FinLey.

State Epucation Buiping, Armaxy, N. Y.
Washington’s Birthday, 1915.
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THE FRENCH IN
THE HEART OF AMERICA



FroM “a series of letters to a friend in England,” in
1793, ‘“‘tending to shew the probable rise and grandeur
of the American Empire”:

“It struck me as a natural object of enquiry to what a
future increase and elevation of magnitude and grandeur
the spreading empire of America might attain, when a
country had thus suddenly risen from an uninhabited
wild, to the quantum of population necessary to govern
and regulate its own administration.”

G. Imray
(“A captain in the American
Army during the late war, and

a commissioner for laying out
land in the back settlements”).









INTRODUCTION 3

of Quebec which saw the first vessel of the French come
up the river and supported the last struggle for formal
dominion of a land which the French can never lose,
except by forgetting: ‘‘Again their ghostly camp-fires
seem to burn, and the fitful light is cast around on
lord and vassal and black-robed priest, mingled with
wild forms of savage warriors, knit in close fellowship
on the same stern errand. A boundless vision grows
upon us; an untamed continent; vast wastes of forest
verdure; mountains silent in primeval sleep; river,
lake, and glimmering pool; wilderness oceans mingling
with the sky. Such was the domain which France con-
quered for Civilization. Plumed helmets gleamed in
the shade of its forests, priestly vestments in its dens
and fastnesses of ancient barbarism. Men steeped in
antique learning, pale with the close breath of the
cloister, here spent the noon and evening of their lives,
ruled savage hordes with a mild, parental sway, and
stood serene before the direst shapes of death. Men
of courtly nurture, heirs to the polish of a far-reaching
ancestry, here, with their dauntless hardihood, put to
shame the boldest sons of toil.”?

These are the regions we are to explore, and these
are the men with whom we are to begin the journey.

1 Parkman: “Pioneers of France in the New World.” New library edition.
Introduction, xii-xiii.































































































































































































































THE RIVER COLBERT 77

mystery has fled entirely from the valley or has hidden
itself in the wilderness and “bad lands.” All is trans-
lated into the values of a matter-of-fact, pragmatic,
industrial occupation.

These are some of the pragmatic and other facts
concerning it which I have gathered from the explorers
and surveyors and lovers of this region, Ogg' and
Austin? and Mark Twain® among them.

Its length lies wholly within the temperate zone.
In this respect it is more fortunately situated than the
more fertile-valleyed Amazon, since the climate here,
varied and sometimes inhospitable as it is, offers con-
ditions of human development there denied.

The main stream is two thousand five hundred and
three miles in length, or more truly four thousand one
hundred and ninety miles, if the Mississippi and Mis-
souri be taken; that is, many times the length of the
Seine. As Mark T'wain, who is to be forever associated
with its history, has said, it is ““the crookedest river” in
the world, travelling “ one thousand three hundred miles
to cover the same ground that a crow would fly over
in six hundred and seventy-five.” For a distance of
several hundred miles the Upper Mississippi is a mile
in width. Back in 1882 it was seventy miles or more*
wide when the flood was highest, and in 1912 sixty
miles wide. The volume of water discharged by it
into the sea is second only to the Amazon, and is greater
than that of all European rivers combined—Seine,
Rhine, Rhéne, Po, Danube, and all the rest, omitting

10gg, F. A., “Opening of the Mississippi,” New York, 1904.

2 Austin, O. P., “Steps in the Expansion of our Territory,” New York,
1903.

3 Mark Twain, “Life on the Mississippi,”” various editions.
¢ Mark Twain, “Life on the Mississippi,” p. 456.































































98 THE FRENCH IN THE HEART OF AMERICA

nently by the sixty million horses of the river, though
the strength of the horses be driven by all the clouds
that the gulf sends up the valley to its aid. Some day
the great, free River Colbert will run vexed of impene-
trable, unyielding walls to the sea. Its “titanic am-
bition for quiet flowing” down this beautiful, gently
sloping valley to the gulf (which, as one has said, “has
been its longing through ages”) will have been turned
to human ministry. The spirit of the great water
will have become as patient, as thoughtless of its own
wild comfort or ambitions as that of the priest who
dedicated it to the honor of the mother of the most
patient of men.

















































































THE PASSING OF NEW FRANCE 125

become the worst of her enemies. It was Napoleon,
whatever his motive, Napoleon in the name of the
French people, who gave the United States the possi-
bility of becoming a world-power.








































































THE PEOPLING OF THE WILDERNESS

Ended their century-long exodus
The New Children of the Wilderness,
Driven by the Hand of God
Westward and ever Westward
Till they have at last entered
Into the full Heritage of those
Who, first of Pioneers,

Traced the rivers and lakes of this Valley
Between the eternal mountains.

149








































































THE PARCELLING OF THE DOMAIN 173

that are yet to occupy that valley with the generation
that is there and the three or four generations that
have already gone. It is that “common good” that is
now engaging the thought of our foremost economists,
natural scientists, and public men. Of that I shall
speak later.

Here we celebrate merely the fact that there are fifty
or sixty million geographical descendants of France
living in the midst of the valley at the mouth of whose
river La Salle took immediate possession for Louis
X1V, but prophetic possession for all the peoples that
might in any time find dwelling there.


































































TRAILS OF THE COUREURS DE BOIS 195

noon I walked over that first and most famous of the
French portages, but not content with that, I walked
on into the night along the Wisconsin, that I might
see the river as the explorers saw it. However, at mid-
night I took a palace car, with such conveniences as
even Louis the Great did not have at Versailles, and
woke well up the Mississippi. I spent the day at
another great State university and at dusk set off by
the actual trails of the French coureurs de bois (only
by wheels instead of on foot), first through the woods
and along rivers, above Green Bay to the “Soo,” then
above Lake Huron and the Nipissing and down the
Ottawa River, where I saw the second day break, and
then on past La Salle’s seigniory of St. Sulpice, around
Cartier’s mountain into Montreal, and thence to the
Rock of Quebec.

It is a common, unimaginative metaphor in the
United States to call the engine which leads the mighty
trains across the country the iron horse; but it is de-
serving of a nobler figure. It is the iron cqureur de
bois, still leading Europe into America, and America
into a newer America.




































IN THE WAKE OF THE “GRIFFIN” 207

ports upon those shores as in France to-day—between
“thirty-five and forty millions.

The lakes have a tonnage equal to one-third of the
total tonnage of North America.!

They have made possible a saving in cost of trans-
portation (and so of production) of several hundred
million dollars in a single year.?

Only ninety million dollars have been spent by the
government for their improvement in the whole his-
tory of their occupation, above Niagara Falls,> while
France in that time has spent for harbors and water-
ways alone seven hundred and fifty million dollars.4
They have been privately developed.

Six times as much freight passes over these lakes
as through the Suez Canal in a year.’

Three thousand five hundred vessels and more than
twenty-five thousand men are required to move the
hundred million tons of freight which every year would
fill a train encircling the globe.®

If one were to stand on the shore of that “charming
strait,” between Erie and Huron, the Detroit River
(which Hennepin so covetously describes, wishing to
make settlement there, until La Salle reminded him
of his “professed passion for exploring a new country ),
one would now see a vessel passing one way or the

1 Curwood, “The Great Lakes,” p. 4. ‘‘In 1913 the total tonnage of the
Great Lakes was 2,940,000 tons, of the United States 7,887,000 tons.”—Re-
port United States Commission of Navigation.

2 Curwood, “The Great Lakes,” p. 4.

3 Curwood, “The Great Lakes,” p. 9.

4 “Four hundred and fifty million dollars of this total has been for the
improvement and maintenance of the waterways.”—Report of National
Waterways Commission, p. 507.

5 Curwood, “The Great Lakes,” p. 6.

¢ Curwood, “The Great Lakes,” pp. 25, 26, and Report of United States
Commission of Navigation, 1913.
























IN THE WAKE OF THE “GRIFFIN” 215

across the ocean to European ports, brought a thou-
sand miles nearer.

This is but the merest intimation of the prophetic
service of the water pioneers. And when the prophecy
of these pioneers, as interpreted in terms of steam
and locks and dams unknown to them, is fulfilled, it is
not beyond thinking that a captain of a seagoing ves-
sel of ten or twenty thousand tons from Havre or
Cherbourg may some day be calling in deep voice (as
last summer in a room on the twenty-ninth floor of a
Chicago “sky-scraper” I heard a local descendant of
the Griffin screeching) for the lifting of the bridges that
will open the way to the Mississippi, the heart of
America.


































































































































































WESTERN TOWNS 269

of one who had met his death on the edge of the por-
tage—a sword with an inscription showing that it
probably belonged to an early French voyageur.

And so again in these relics but newly brought to
light I find new words to remind ourselves that the
roots of that mighty, virile, healthiest, most aspiring
of America’s great cities are entwined about the sym-
bols of French adventure and empire in the west—
the sword and the boat, and doubtless there was a
crucifix not far away.













































284 THE FRENCH IN THE HEART OF AMERICA

may be found in the thanks of the Republic they died
to save. I pray that our heavenly Father may assuage
the anguish of your bereavement and leave you only
the cherished memory of the loved and lost and the
solemn pride that must be yours to have laid so costly
a sacrifice upon the altar of freedom.
“Yours very sincerely and respectfully,
“ABRAHAM LINCOLN.”!

These two examples illustrate not only the form of
his speech and writing, but the sympathy and the
temper of the soul of the man. They need only the
supplement of a comment on the strength of his
thought in expression. It is said of his Cooper Union
speech (his first speech before a large eastern urban au-
dience, I think): “From the first line to the last, from
his premises to his conclusion, he travels with a swift,
unerring directness which no logician ever excelled, an
argument complete and full, without the affectation
of learning. . . . A single, easy, simple sentence . . .
contains a chapter of history that, in some instances,
has taken days of labor to verify and which must have
cost the author months of investigation to acquire..

Commencing with this address as a political
pamphlet, the reader will leave it as an historical work,
brief, complete, profound, truthful—which will survive
the time and occasion that called it forth and be es-
teemed hereafter, no less for its intrinsic worth than
its unpretending modesty.” 2

1 “Lincoln, Complete Works” (Nicolay and Hay edition), 2 : 6c0. To
Mrs. Bixby, Boston, Mass., November 1, 1864.

2 Pamphlet edition with notes and prefaces by C. C. Nott and Cephas

Brainerd, September, 1860. Quoted in Nicolay and Hay, “Abraham
Lincoln,” 2 : 225.








































































308 THE FRENCH IN THE HEART OF AMERICA

that same city. I do not know how better to illustrate,
to those who are working at the problem of democracy
in other valleys, how democracy has wrought for itself
in that valley of neighborliness and resourcefulness and
plenty, in the wake of the monarchical, paternalistic
affection of France.







































































































































THE PRODUCERS 353

air to be heard. Some said there was but the slamming
of doors, but I had evidence of my own ears that the
music was there. I have not imagined this song of the
valley, nor have I improvised it. Its vibrations which
I myself feel are but transmitted as best an imperfect,
detached frame in the midst of other sounds and in-
terests can.















































































































390 THE FRENCH IN THE HEART OF AMERICA

added’ another class to the inhabitants of the valley,
to the precursors, the producers, the poets, and the
teachers of to-morrow—the conservers of the day after
to-morrow.

Our great philosopher William James gave expres-
sion in one of his last utterances to a hope that every
man, rich or poor, may come to serve the State (as
now every man in France does his military service) in
some direct duty that asks the same obedience, the
same sacrifice, the same forgetting of self that is asked
of the soldier—that every man by the payment of the
blood tax may be able to get and keep the spirit of
neighborliness, to know how to sympathize more deeply
with his fellow men, and to learn the joy of disinterested
doing for the nation.!

But in this demand and appeal of the new theory
of our common responsibility, of a dynamic conser-
vationism, is the germ of a larger patriotism than any
that history has as yet defined—a patriotism that asks
the lifetime service of an individualism with an all-
time horizon.

1“Memories and Studies: The Moral Equivalent of War,” pp. 267-296.





















































































418 THE FRENCH IN THE HEART OF AMERICA

But his peculiar triumph (the one flower that lingers in
gardens carrying a memory of him) is a “ magnificent”
lily. And though he lived amid the heritages of the
English, in the new continent, with fair mind and most
acute and industrious, he has preserved the hybrid
heritages of the French spirit in the American regions
—heritages that, save for his research lighted by
imagination, might never have blossomed in the pages
of history.
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Maisonneuve, Paul de Chomedey,
founds Montreal, 8, 393.

Makarty, see Macarty.

Mallet, Paul, explores New Mexico,
113.

Mallet, Pierre, explores New Mex-
ico, 113.

Mance, Jeanne, 10.

Maps—

Marquette’s map of Mississippi
exploration, 44, 73.

Joliet’s map of Mississippi ex-
ploration lost, 44.

Waldseemiiller’s, 1507, 1513, 73.

Garay’s map, 73.

Bonnécamps map of Céloron’s
expedition, 223.

Margry, Pierre, historian, “Décou-
vertes et établissements des Fran-
¢ais” cited, 97, 101, 109.

Marquette, Jacques, Jesuit priest,
393; at Pointe de St. Esprit, 37; at
Point St. Ignace, 38; explores Mis-
sissippi River with Joliet, 38-44,
7374, 249; at Illinois village, 41;
reaches mouth of Arkansas River,
42; on Illinois River, 42; second
expedition to Illinois Indians, 44;
dies at Chicago portage, 44, 76,
258; tradition of, preserved among
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Illinois Indians, 44-48; brings
Ottawas and Hurons to convoca-
tion at Ste. Marie, 49; memorial
cross erected to memory of, 259.

Mayflower descendants, 316.

Membré, Zenobius, Récollet friar,
100, 109.

Ménard, René, Jesuit priest, lost in
Wisconsin forests, 37.

Michigan, Lake, Nicolet explores,
25; Joliet and Marquette on, 38;
La Salle on, 63.

Military grants, 167.

Mineral land grants, 167; with-
drawn from private entry, 386.

Mississippi bubble, see Mississippi
Company.

Mississippi Company, 85, 111-112.

Mississippi River, 70-98; discovered
by Marquette and Joliet, 41;
named Riviére de 1a Conception,
41; named La Buade, 41; La Salle
on, 67-69; Indian knowledge of,
70-71; French appreciation of, 75,
85; lack of appreciation by Amer-
icans, 86; length, 77; crookedness,
77; width, 77; discharge, 77-78;
navigable length, 78; sediment, 78;
water-power, 78; stages, 78; drain-
age basin, 78; sources explored by
Le Sueur, 113; by Nicollet, 81-83;
mouth of, described by Mrs. Trol-
lope, 83; Hamlin Garland on, 85-
87; steamboat traffic on, 9o; shift-
ing channel of, 91, 93; difficulty of
navigation, 91; control of floods,
92, 94; storage reservoirs, 95, 96;
floods, 93; loss by floods, 93; jet-
ties on, 94; hydro-electric develop-
ment, 95-96.

Mississippi  Valley, area, 78, 150;
temperature, 79; rainfall, 79; agn—
cultural resources, 80, 189; min-
eral wealth, 80; future population,
80; described by De Tocqueville,
81; survivals of French in, 88-89;
Germans plan settlement in, 92;
economic development, 189, 329~
3533 American settlement of, 138~
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Parasites, useful, 303.

Paris, arms, 197; centre of explora-
tion of New France, 126-129.

Parkman, Francis, 401-418; his auto-
biography, 402; in Paris, 402; sees
Margry, 403; interest in the woods,
403; plans for historical work, 404;
visits to historic sites, 404; in
Canadian forests, 404; breakdown
of his health, 405; visits Rocky
Mountains, 405; among Ogallala
Indians, 405; adverse conditions
under which he worked, 405-408;
weakness of sight, 406; progress of
historical work, 407; visits to
Europe, 407; interest in Civil War,
407; his library, 409; method of
historical work, 409—410; his note-
books, 410, 414; vividness of his
style, 412; Barrett Wendell on,
412; popular appeal of his works,
413; moral insight, 413; his phil-
osophical generalization, 414;
scope of his work, 415; his choice
of a subject, 416; one of the
world’s greatest historians, 416;
John Fiske on, 416; his “Hybridi-
zation of Lilies,” 417; rose cul-
ture, 417; “Pioneers of France in
the New World” cited, 3; “La
Salle” cited, 40, 69, 101, 102, 104,
105, 106, 181; “Montcalm and
Wolfe” cited, 220.

Penn, William, 152.

Pennsylvania, Scotch-Irish in, 142.

Peoria, Illinois, 216.

Perrot, Nicholas, French explorer,
among Winnebagoes, 46-54; trans-
lates Lusson’s proclamation, 53.

Peter the Great, king of Russia, 108.

Petite Hermine, ship, remains of, at
St. Malo, 11.

Petroleum, 352, 375; Indians’ knowl-
edge of, 375-376; conservation of,

380.

Pineda, Alonzo Alvarez de, Spanish
explorer, 73.

Pioneers, see Frontiersmen.

Pitt, Fort, 242.

INDEX

Pittman, Captain Philip, on Fort
Chartres, 118.

Pittsburgh, 216; tonnage, 229; iron
and steel industry, 217-218, 230-
234; steel workers, 233—235; im-
provement, 236; city plan, 237-

239.
Pittsburgh Civic Commission, 237-

239.
Pittsburgh Flood Commission, 95.
Plant culture under glass, 303.

Play, importance of, 356.
Poetry, lack of appreciation of, in
Mississippi Valley, 333.

Point St. Ignace, Jesuit mission, 38.
Pointe de St. Esprit, Jesuit mission,

37.

Ponce de Leon, Juan, Spanish ex-
plorer, explores Florida, s.

Pontiac, Ottawa chief, ally of French
against English, 117-118.

Population, rural, 191; urban, 191.

Port Royal, Acadia, 17, 19.

Portage, Wisconsin, 250; Zona Gale
on, 250-252.

Portage paths, 246-257; French
names of, 248; Chicago-Des
Plaines, 76, 256-262; Marquette
dies at, 44; Fox-Wisconsin, 76,
248-252; Nicolet at, 25; Maumee-
Wabash, 256; St. Joseph-Kanka-
kee, 75, 252-256; LaSalle at, 63.

Prairie du Rocher, Illinois, 88, 118.

Prairie-schooners, 138, 147.

Prairies, Paul Fountain on, 84.

Presque Isle, Fort, 226.

Professional schools, 364.

Proportional representation, 194.

Ptolemy, 391.

Public lands, 150-173; Andrew John-
sonon, 1§3-154; settlement of,
154; claims of States to, sur-
rendered to Continental Congress,
155; sold to pay Revolutionary
debt, 157-158; sale of, to Ohio
Company, 159-161; lands re-
served for education, 160; grants
to schools, 160-168; Iowa, 164;
Minnesota, 365-366; grants for
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